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7. RAN QIU

(29 YEARS YOUNGER THAN
CONFUCIUS)

Ran Qiu, styled Ziyou, was another
younger brother of Ran Geng, and a native
of the State of Lu in the late Spring and
Autumn period. In his youth, he served as
an official of the Ji Clan, later resigning
to follow Confucius traveling from state
to state. Ran Qiu was good at handling
political and financial affairs, and skilled
in many arts. He was listed one of
Confucius’ ten chief disciples in the four
classes (distinguished for administrative
ability). He had ideas different from
the Confucianist tradition concerning
criminal law and the system of rites,
and expressed his emphasis on law. His
reforming spirit exerted a great influence
on later generations. In the eighth year
of the Kaiyuan reign period of Emperor
Zuanzong of the Tang Dynasty he was
posthumously given the title of Duke Xu;
in the third year of the Dazhong Xiangfu
reign period of Emperor Zhenzong of
the Song Dynasty, Lord Pengcheng; and
in the third year of the Xianchun reign
period of Emperor Duzong of the Song
Dynasty, Lord Xu.




