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17. YOU RUO

(43 YEARS YOUNGER THAN
CONFUCIUS)

You Ruo, styled Ziyou, was a native
of the State of Lu in the late Spring
and Autumn period. He was a devoted
student of Confucius in the latter’s later
years, having a unique and creative
understanding of Confucian thought.
He made further explanations of
“benevolence”. the core of the Confucian
doctrines, and pointed out that “filial
piety” and “fraternal love” were the basis
of “benevolence”. He put forward the
view that “the function of the rites is to
show harmony”, and suggested reducing
taxation to lift the people’s burden. His
stress on putting people first exerted great
influence on later generations. In the
27th year of the Kaiyuan reign period of
Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty
he received the title of Count Bian; in
the second year of the Dazhong Xiangfu
reign period of Emperor Zhenzong of the
Song Dynasty, Duke Pingyin; and in the
third year of the Qianlong reign period
(1736-1795), he was listed as one of the
top 12 philosophers.




