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|3 TANTAI MIEMING

49 YEARS YOUNGER THAN
CONFUCTIUS)

Tantai Mieming, styled Ziyu, was a native
of the State of Lu in the late Spring and
Autumn period. Confucius thought little
of him because he was excessively ugly.
Dantai Mieming went to the State of
Chu to give lectures; taking more than
300 disciples with him, thereby exerting
a great influence on the dissemination
of Confucianism in the areas south of
the Yangtze River. Later, Confucius
confessed, “Never judge a person by his
or her appearance”. Dantai Mieming
was open, aboveboard and strict with
himself, and always preserved his purity.
Zhu Xi, a leading poet of the Southern
Song Dynasty (1127-1279), once said,
“We should take Mieming as an example
of self-cultivation”. In the 27th year of
the Kaiyuan reign period of Emperor
Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty, he
was posthumously given the title of
Count Jiang; and in the second year of
the Dazhong Xiangfu reign period of
Emperor Zhenzong of the Song Dynasty,
Duke Jinxiang,




